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“On December 15th, 1962, a candle was lit for Paula and there was rejoicing on earth. It burned brightly for 61 years.  In 2023 it 
flickered, and she slipped quietly into the arms of Jesus and there was rejoicing in Heaven.” 

 

The District Elder, Dr. L. McNeese 
 
 

My Everyday Friend   
Jacqueline Foree 

 

Minister Paula Ladd McClellan was my everyday friend. We grew up together at Greater Bethel Temple 
Apostolic   Church in Louisville, KY. We were as different as night and day. Even as our lives took different paths, we 
stayed in touch. 

 
 Almost 35 years ago, we started talking all the time. We didn't see each other every day, but we talked and 

texted throughout each day. Paula loved to travel. We took our kids on vacation together, and in later years we took our 
grandkids on vacations! Ever so often we would say, “Where we going, travel buddy?” (Friends don't use proper 
English). We always had our next trip planned, as well as working on a trip for our granddaughters. Paula loved 
technology and when I got my first computer, she helped set it up and seemed more excited than me. She would 
constantly tell me about operating systems and new technology.  

 
Paula was very competitive and loved to win. A few months ago, we had had a step challenge. We were talking 

late one evening and when she found out I had more steps than she did, she got up and walked around her house till she 
had more steps than me! LOL! As Minister Paula, she loved to pray and would often say, “I need you to pray with me. 
I'm not at liberty to give details, just pray.” (She would say I know people say I talk a lot, but I don't tell everything I 
know, some stuff will go to the grave with me.)  

 
We pushed each other in our understanding and interpretation of scriptures, songs, teachings, and sermons. We 

didn't always agree, but that made the conversations more lively and entertaining. Iron sharpens iron…my friend is 
gone and already my life is duller. 

 

This Too Will Pass 
Evangelist Dianne Johnson 

 
 

In the dark of the night my dreams are of you, waking tears in my eyes. 
  My heart is beyond repair, no words can reverse what has happened.   

                So much hurt, since saying goodbye, how can one endure such pain? Tried as gold in the fire,  
               the enduring of my faith. Your strength is the staff I lean on. Sinking in a sea of loneliness, will 
someone hear my plea, will I ever rise again.  One must hope. Realizing I am human, a body wrapped in 

feelings and emotions. Your unchanging hand I must hold too, you have assured me this too will pass. 

Minister 

Paula McClellon 
December 15, 1962- January 8, 2023 



 
 

A Pillar of Strength  
Sister Pamela White 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

   
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

             
 

  
 

 
 
 

 

A Little Something, Something About Paula  
 
 
 
 

 
Had a perfect recall of sermon 

subjects and synopsis 

Heavily relied upon by her 
church and the people of God 

 

Loved to read and study the  
Word of God 

 
Effective Sunday School Teacher 
 

 P.A.W. Licensed Minister 
 

Absolutely Apostolic - H.G. Filled! 

 

A great woman whose deeds in faith and love will continually be a pillar of strength for all saints, a perfect pattern that will draw and guide more 
souls for the kingdom of GOD. She led many to love the LORD, to follow His will with reverence and Godly fear. She planted trees of 

righteousness that give glory to HIS name day and night. Along this Christian journey, my friend fought a good fight, finished her course, and 
kept her faith. Although she’s gone from my eyes, she will forever be remembered in my heart as a woman of faith and focus. 

 

Inspirational Songstress 

 

A Friend that sticketh… 
===================================================== 

The Spalding Twins Charlene & Darlene 
 

Minister Paula McClellon was a consistent presence in the lives of the 
Spalding family from the time she was a teenager. She was younger than me 
and my sister and she never failed to remind us of that in a kind way.  In our 
early years at Greater Bethel Temple, she was involved in church activities that 
we also participated in.   
 

We were all on the Bible Bowl team, sang in the Young Adult Choir 
and also were members of the Spiritualites group.  She went to London, 
England with us for our first trip overseas. Down through the years, she 
remained a friend and still was consistent - particularly in times of need.  When 
there was an emergency, she would be the driver - getting you where you 
needed to be.  She extended herself to become a friend to our brother, checking 
on his welfare, and making sure he knew she had asked about him.   
 

She remembered him on his birthday and at Christmas. Paula was good 
about letting you know she appreciated whatever you did for her.  If someone 
gave her a gift, every time she used that gift, it was a reminder for her to pray 
for that person.  She left an imprint in the lives of her friends and she will be 
missed.  She loved her family (especially her two sons). She also loved the 
Word and often stated her desire was to be "Rapture Ready" when the Lord 
called. 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 
• Overseer Cleotus 

McElroy 
 

• Newburg Apostolic 
Church 

 

• Pastor Richard Bailey 
 

• District Elder James 
McDonald 

 

• District Elder Fred 
Connor 

 
• The McClellon Family 
 

• Pastor Ann Jackson 
 

• Suffragan Bishop 
Johnny Burrell 

 

• Pastor George Dunlap 

Bible Bowl Lover 
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Minister Paula McClellon was a consistent 
presence in the lives of the Spalding family 
from the time she was a teenager. She was 

younger than me and my sister and she never 
failed to remind us of that in a kind way.  In 
our early years at Greater Bethel Temple, she 
was involved in church activities that we also 

participated in.  We were all on the Bible 
Bowl team, sang in the Young Adult Choir 
and also were members of the Spiritualites 

group.  She went to London, England with us 
for our first trip overseas. Down through the 

years, she remained a friend and still was 
consistent - particularly in times of 

need.  When there was an emergency, she 
would be the driver - getting you where you 

needed to be.  She extended herself to 
become a friend to our brother, checking on 
his welfare, and making sure he knew she had 
asked about him.  She remembered him on 

his birthday and at Christmas. Paula was good 
about letting you know she appreciated 

whatever you did for her.  If someone gave 
her a gift, every time she used that gift, it was 

a reminder for her to pray for that 
person.  She left an imprint in the lives of her 
friends and she will be missed.  She loved her 

family (especially her two sons). She also 
loved the Word and often stated her desire 
was to be "Rapture Ready" when the Lord 

called. 
 

- Words of Admiration from Charlene 
& Darlene Spalding 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

	

The Gift that was Paula 
Grace Foree 

	
	

	
      “In all things showing yourself to be a pattern of good works.” 

Titus	2:7	(KJV)	
	
	

Paula was just a few years older than me. Growing up together at Greater Bethel 
Temple means I have a lot of memories of and with Paula. I remember being in the Junior 
Choir with her. She would often be the one to start singing a song or hymn, she wanted the 
choir to sing. She was never shy or withdrawn; not about singing and praising God; not about 
being on the Bible Bowl team and knowing God's word.  
 

I remember how pretty she looked on her wedding day when she married Hubert Page. 
I remember her teaching Sunday School while pregnant with her son Paul. She cupped her 
belly, said "I've only gained 25 pounds. It's all baby. I'm going to name him Paul after me and 
my daddy", and she did. As the years passed, she was always at church, service, choir 
rehearsal, funeral, there. As time passed so many things changed. Life happened. But Paula 
was always there. Somehow, I ended up being in the room when she gave birth to her son 
Namaan.  
 

We always seemed to live in the same area of the city. She was such a good friend to 
my sister Jacqueline Foree. I have so much love and appreciation for her as a result. I could 
write so much if I tried to recount every memory, every conversation, every song sung, every 
scripture Paula quoted. For me what summarizes Paula is the example she set. She was 
faithful to God and faithful to doing the work.  
 

I know she could be counted on to help those in need. She seemed to have a special 
place in her heart for the senior saints, as she called them. Also, for the senior, senior saints. 
Definitely her expression. However, she helped so many. I doubt anyone truly knows all she 
did and all the people that she helped. I do know she helped me. Many times. One event 
stands out in my mind. I could no longer drive. I wanted to be at the hospital one morning at 
7:00 a.m. for a friend whose husband was transitioning. Paula lived about 1/2 mile from me. 
I called her about 10:00 p.m. the night before. She said, "Be ready about 6:30 a.m." She was 
there dropped me off, headed to work. That was that. No need for gas money. Never 
referenced it again. So, as I mourn her passing, I also give God thanks for the gift that was 
Paula. 
 

And purify for Himself His own special people, zealous for good works. 
 

Titus 2:14 
 

It is my hope that all that read this, all that knew and loved Paula, will follow her 
example. Do good works! 
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Evangelist Rena Drummond (MCWA) 
 

First Apostolic Council (Bishop Sherman L. Merritt) 
 

 I T  I S  F I N I S H E D !  

Be it resolved that Paula’s race has ended, but we still have our race to 
run. Paula would say live for Christ and I’ll see you on the other side. 
 

Be it resolved that Minister Paula McClellon is now at rest. To her sons Paul and 
Namaan, her sister Denise, and the entire family- we will continue to lift you up in 

your time of bereavement. 
 

Be in resolved that, Minister Paula McClellon embodied a gracious, kind & 
humble spirit of a true Woman of God. We remind the family to be 
encouraged by The Holy Scriptures as recorded in 1 Thess. 4:17-18. 

 

Be it resolved that; Min. Paula will be truly missed. Family and friends hold 
fast to your memories, and the time you all spent in laughter. 

 

Elder Waverly Holland (Newburg Apostolic Church) 
Bishop & First Lady Rader Johnson (G.B.T) 

 


